
Ethical Considerations when using Artificial 
Intelligence 



What is Artificial Intelligence good at? 

SOURCE: United States Government Accountability Office (GAO): Technology Assessment: Artificial Intelligence Emerging Opportunities, Challenges, and Implications. March 2018.   
 
 



Keeping pace with change 

“AI is the new electricity. I 
can hardly imagine an 

industry that is not going to 
be transformed by AI.” 

 
 - Andrew Ng 

 
 

 

Moore’s Law 
In 1965 Intel Co-Founder, Gordon Moore, observed that the number 
of transistors in a dense integrated circuit doubles every two years.  



Artificial Intelligence’s ‘usefulness’ 

- Narrow Functions (or weak) AI 
 
- Learning, recognising patterns 
 
- Creating Efficiency and Standardisation 

 
- Enhancing Personalisation  

 
- Cumulative, prolific, transformation 

 
 

 
Artificial Intelligence as a means, not an end. Context of usage and application is 
important.   

 
 
 
 

 
 



Ethical Questions of Artificial Intelligence 

- Unemployment 
 What happens to human’s jobs? 

 
- Inequality 
 How is wealth, created by machines, distributed? 

 
- Humanity 
 How do machines affect our behaviour and 

 interactions? 

 
- Artificial stupidity 
 Will there be equal opportunity for humans to learn? 

 

- Racist Robots 
 How do we eliminate AI bias? 

 

SOURCE: World Economic Forum (WEF) WEF - Top 9 Ethical Issues in Artificial Intelligence Published: October 2016  
 
 

- Security 
 Use of AI to protect, or to attack with malicious OR 

 negligent intent.  

 
- The Unknown 
 Protecting against unintended consequences.  

 
- The singularity 
 How do we stay in control?  

 
- Rights 
 How do we treat AI humanely?  

 
 

 
 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/10/top-10-ethical-issues-in-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/10/top-10-ethical-issues-in-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/10/top-10-ethical-issues-in-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/10/top-10-ethical-issues-in-artificial-intelligence/


Creating Norms, at pace and scale 

 
 
Agreed conceptions of fairness, 
transparency and accountability can 
differ across these communities and 
groups: 
- Industries 
- Nationalities 
- Disciplines 
- Civil Society 
- Academia 
- Ethnic / Cultural 
- Generations 
- More.  
 

Determining what is ethical unethical or somewhere in between is essential.  
 
Right and wrong can mean different things to different groups at different 
times.   



AI Forum – Shaping A  

SOURCE: Singapore Management University: How good is your brand's moral compass?  Published: 12 October 2017  
 
 

https://web.smu.edu.sg/spring/how-good-is-your-brands-moral-compass/


International Partners 

70 Working Group 
Members 

Multi-Stakeholder 

Multiple Projects 

Fair, Transparent, Accountable 
Papers 

Case Studies 

Consultation 

Grand Challenges 
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Thank you! 


